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PRINCIPAL
BENCH. NEW DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 329 OF 2024

IN THE MATTER OF

RAJENDRA TYAGI ..APPLICANT
VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA & ORS. ...RESPONDENT(S)

REPLY BY WAY OF AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 9

EXECUTIVE __ENGINEER. GROUND __ WATER DEPARTMENT.

DIVISION GAUTAM BUDDH NAGAR

1. Ankita Rai. aged about 34 years, D/O Shri Mahendra Kumar Rai working as

Nodal Officer. District Ground Water Management Council, Gautam Buddh

Nagar. having Office at Ansal Golf Link -2. House No. AE-18. Near Tilpata

Chowk. Surajpur, Greater Noida -201306, the deponent herein do hereby

solemnly affinn and state on oath as under: -

2

()

That I am competent to swear the present reply by way of aftidavit on
behalf of Respondent No. 9. and 1 have been authorized by the competent
authority to file the present affidavit and I am aware of the facts and

circumstances of the case based on the record.

. That I have perused the contents of the above captioned O.A. and 1 am

duly authorized to depose by way of the present affidavit.

That Instant Original Application no. 329,2024, titled Rajendra Tvagi Vs

Union of India & Ors. hus been filed by the applicant in violation of the
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other commercial establishments a large scale are in progress in Greater

Noida and Noida.

4. That the Hon'ble Tribunal vide its order dated 02.04.2024 observed that

the OA raises a substantial issuc relating 1o comphance with the

environmental norms. And issued notice 1o all respondents.

That Hon'ble Tribunal vide its order dated 09.12.2024 noted about the

al extraction ol top soil and drawl ol

*h

applicant’s allegation of ille

4 . ' e ] ey " ' ) 10
groundwater without a No Objection Certificate (NOC) by Project
Proponents.

6. That it is respectfully submitted that to protect, manage and control the

eround water resources in the state, Uttar Pradesh Ground Water
(Management and Regulation) Act, 2019 has been implemented since 02
October 2019. Copy of Uttar Pradesh Ground Water (Management and

Regulations) Act, 2019 is annexed herewith as Annexure-1

7. That in exercise of the powers enumerated in Uttar Pradesh Ground Water
(Management and Regulation) Act, 2019, Uttar Pradesh Ground water
Management and Regulatory Authority has been established by Minor
Irrigation and Ground Water section -l vide its Notification no.
1320/62-1-2019-10 GW-2014 dated 13.11.2019. Copy of the Notification

dated 13.11.2019 is annexed herewith as Annexure-2.

8. That in exercise of the power construed in Uttar Pradesh Ground Water
(Management and Regulation) Act, 2019, the District Ground Water
Management Council for cach District of the state under the chairmanship
of the District Magistrate in accordance with the provisions is constituted
by the Namami Gange and Rural water Supply Section-3 vide its
Notification No. 58/76-3-2020/10 GW/2014 Dated 21.01.2020. Copy of
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9. That in compliance with the notification dated 21.01.2020, the District

Ground Water Management Council was constituted in Gautamn Buddh
Nagar district vide letter No. 1334/ Jowoyoriosiofao-wofaoifio-2019-20

Dated 11.02.2020 of office of the District Magistrate, Gautam Buddh
Nagar. The District Ground Water Management Council constituted under
the chairmanship of the District Magistrate at the district level carries out
the work of registration of ground water uscrs, issuance/renewal of no
objection certificate. redressal of gricvances ctc. Copy of the Jetter dated

11.02.2020 is annexed herewith as Annexure-4.

10.That for the effective and transparent implementation of works like
registration, issuance/renewal  of no  objection  certificate  etc. for
agricultural  and  domestic  consumers,  commercial industrial.
infrastructural and collective ground water users as cnumerated in the
Uttar Pradesh Ground Water (Management and Regulation) Act 2019 the
web portal has been developed (upgwdonline.in) and the District-wise
nodal officers have been nominated at the district level in all the 75

districts of Uttar Pradesh for the operation of the website.

| I.That for smooth functioning of the Act-2019, orders have been issued to
all the districts of the state for formation of task force in compliance of
the said orders by letter No. 23 /gotiov0yowosofdosmo. dated 25.02.2021 of
Director, Ground Water Department / Member Secretary. State Ground
Water Management and Regulatory Authority, Uttar Pradesh, for.
conducting on-site verification before disposal of applications related to
registration of wells and No Objection Certificate (NOC) ete. through the
developed web portal (upgwdonline.in). Copy of the Letter dated

— 25.02.2021 issued by the Director is annexed herewith as Annexure 5

25 JuL 2%
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2. That In compliance with the order dated 27.03.2025 issued by the Hon'ble
Tribunal directed the Nodal Officer of the District Ground  Water
Management Council, District Gautam  Buddh  Nagar o prepare
departmental compliance report on behall of Respondent No.-9 and to

submit the required reply/Zaffidavit,

I3.That in response to the concerns raised by the applicant in the
above-mentioned OA regarding illegal groundwater extraction, terrestrial
inspections were conducted on 08.04.2025 and 15.05.2025. During the
inspection on 08.04.2025. unauthorized villas/colonies located in the
villages of Saini. Vaidpura, and Sunpura in Greater Noida were
examined. and illegal borewells were found at various project sites. In
this regard. a notice dated 15.04.2025 was issued to the concerned
projects. granting a period of 15 days to furnish relevant project records
and submit their explanation concerning the complaint. A copy of the

notice dated 15.04.2025 is annexed herewith as Annexure 6

14.That on 15.05.2025. further inspection was carried out in connection with
the complaint, including projects such as Samtal Enclave. Sahara
Enclave, Dwarka City, and Vayu Enclave 2. It was found that in Samtal
Enclave, Sahara Enclave, and Vayu Enclave, the respective builders had
constructed individual platforms and built houses upon them. During the
inquiry, residents of these colonies stated that there was no provision of
drinking water supply by any authority or alternative source. and they
relied on groundwater extracted via the borewells for drinking and
domestic use. It was also found that the builders had made no
arrangements for the supply of potable water in these colonies. A true
copy of the photographs taken at the time of inspection are annexed

herewith as Annexure-7.

75 ML 2%
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IS That in the Dwarka City project, various huilders were found to be

constructing plots, flats, and apartments, and illegal borewells were
observed at the site. A notice was accordingly issucd to the concerned

builder in this regard.

That upon failure to receive any response 1o the issued notice, and

|6
ct as unauthorized, the

considering the borewells established at the proje

District Ground Water Management Council, Gautam Buddha Nagar, 1n
exercise of its powers under Scction 39(1). Chapter VIII of the Uttar
Pradesh Ground Water (Management and Regulation) Act. 2019, decided
to impose a penalty of 25,00,000/- (Rupees Five Lakhs). A true copy of
the penalty imposed over 06 Projects against illegal ground water

extraction is annexed herewith as Annexure-8.

7.That it is humbly submitted that inspections revealed the presence of
illegal borewells at multiple project sites, where builders had failed to
provide any alternate arrangement for potable water supply, leading
residents to rely solely on illegally extracted groundwater. Notices were
issued to the concerned builders, secking explanations and relevant
records: however. upon non-compliance, the District Ground Water
Management Council. Gautam Buddha Nalgu‘r. in exercise of powers
conferred under Scction 39(1) of the Uttar Pradesh Ground Water
(Management and Regulation) Act, 2019, imposed penalties against six
such projects.

1 8. Furthermore, apart from the aforementioned projects, regular proceedings

are also being carried out in respeet ol illegal groundwater extraction

based on terrestrial inspections conducted at other project sites in the

village Sunpura, Greater Noida.

2 3 JUL 203
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19. That the present Reply by way ol al lidavit may kindly be taken on record
and into consideration, and the Hon'ble Tribunal may pass appropriate
order(s). direction(s) as deemed Nt and proper under the facts and

circumstances of the present case.

20.That the Answering Respondent seeks leave 1o make additional
submissions, if required, during the course of the proceedings as and

when directed by this Hon’ble Tribunal.

v

DEPONENT

Nodal Officer

h ial vibhag
Eagggr?Ggutam Buddha Nagar

ink -2, Site-C
-18, Ansal Golf Link -2,
gf-eater Noida, G.B.Nagar-201311

Verification

Verified at ___ on ___ July 2025 that the contents of the above reply affidavit
are derived from the official records and personal knowledge and are correct

and true to the best of my knowledge and belief. Nothing material has been

concealed therefrom -

e
DEPONENT
Nodal Ofﬁc_.elr -
arbh jal v
Eag%d - G]autam Buddha Nagar
AE -18, Ansal Golf Link -2, Sne-C_
Greater Noida, G.B.Nagar-20131

2 6 JUL 2025
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IN pursuance of the provisions of clause (3) of Article 348 of the Constitution, the Governor is
pleased to order the publication of the following  English translation of notification
no. l3.20fLXH-I—2019~]0gw-20 14, dated November 13,2019 :

No. l320/LXIl-l—20]9-lng—2014
Dated Lcknow, November 13,2019
In exercise of the powers under section 7 of the Uttar Pradesh Ground Water (Management and
regulation) Act, 2019 (U.P. Act no. 13 of 201 9). the Governor is pleased to establish an authority in the
State to be known as the 'Uttar Pradesh State Ground Water Management and Regulatory Authority' with
effect from the date of publication of this notification in the Gazerte.
By order,
ANITA SINGH,
Pramukh Sachiv.
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IN pursuance of the provision of clause (3) of article 348 of the Constitution. the Governor is
pleased 1o order the publication of the following English translation of notification no. 58/76-3-

2020/10gw/2014, Lucknow dated January 21. 2020 :
No. 58/76-3-2020/10gw/2014
Dated Lucknow, January 21, 2020

iN exercise of the powers under sub-section (1) of section 6 of the Uttar Pradesh Ground Water
{Management and Regulation) Act, 2019 (U.P. Act no. 13 of 2019). the Governor is pleased to direct the
State Cround Water Management and Regulatory Authority to constitute the District Ground Water
Management Council for each district of the State consisting of the Chairperson and members in
accordance with the provisions of the said section.

Bv order,
ANURAG SRIVASTAVA,
Pramukh Sachiv.
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